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About forty years ago, in the village of South Hinksey
		
just outside Oxford, Carcanet published its first seven
		
poetry booklets. Since then we have published more
		
than 1500 books; and our authors have received most
		
of the major awards from the Nobel to the Pulitzer
		
and Griffin, the Queen’s Gold Medal to the T.S. Eliot.
Our commitment to outstanding writing in English and in translation from
every period has been unwavering.
This season’s list offers the full Carcanet range. Here are great innovators and
new voices; Roman classics – Apuleius and Suetonius in Robert Graves’s
celebrated translation – and modern classics of New Zealand and Catalan
poetry. A radical anthology of American poetry challenges the European
reader; an important historical collection traces a century in poetry; and
there are delightful, unexpected prose titles, FyfieldBooks and new collections
by some of the outstanding younger writers in the Anglophone world.
We have devised many ways for you to keep in touch with Carcanet: join us
online at www.carcanet.co.uk and on Facebook, Twitter and Issuu,
or subscribe to our popular e-letter for regular literary news and a poem of
the week.
As always we welcome your comments and suggestions.

				
				

Michael Schmidt,
Editorial & Managing Director

P.N.Review

Carcanet celebrates forty years
If it were not for Carcanet, my library
would be unbearably impoverished.
- Louis de Bernières

It is impossible to imagine literary life
in Britain without Carcanet.

OxfordPoets

- William Boyd
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Antony
Dunn

Bugs

OxfordPoets

He’d like the creature cocooned in his chest
to stop turning over – to burst from his mouth
on unspeakable wings. He’d like to say something
that she’d understand, but can’t pin it down.
from ‘Lepidopterist’

Poems which, Brodsky-like, take
the reader somewhere new, jinking
round the corners of places we
think we know into imagined
elsewheres
Poetry Wales

Bugs are the insects we live alongside, necessary and unsettling; they’re the
fears, the ailments and spies that keep us wide awake at night. The stories in
Antony Dunn’s third collection range from the microscopic lives of parasitic
worms to the lives of the planets themselves. We go from the miniature world
of the flea circus to the invisible pervasiveness of electronic surveillance. In
an uneasy world, Dunn’s characters face down their terrors and find in
science, in faith, in love, the courage to go on.
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An often unique voice...subtle,
thought-provoking and enormously
readable.
Poetry Review
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Jeremy
Ov er

Deceiving Wild Creatures
The naturalist Gilbert White is at the heart of this collection. Like him,
Jeremy Over explores an ecology with meticulous acuity. His poems are
‘found in the field’: the beauty and oddity of the language of others is brought
into sharp focus.
Robert Herrick’s ‘sweet disorder in the dress’ is subjected to a series of
disrobings; a guidebook, instruction manual and catalogue become occasions
to celebrate the pleasures of language. Setting out from White’s Natural
History of Selborne, Over embarks on a sequence of poems that, in White’s
words, lend ‘an helping hand towards the enlargement of the boundaries’ of
natural history. A deep seam of Englishness – Stanley Spencer, Samuel
Palmer, Henry Purcell – runs parallel to an American dimension, and further
off in time and space are traces of Tristan Tzara, Rumi and Wang Wei. The
reasonable language with which we try to contain the unreasonableness of
things here trips, spins and flies into new figurations.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
JEREMY OVER was born in Leeds in 1961. He studied law at Leeds University and
now lives near Cockermouth in Cumbria, where he works as a policy adviser for the
Department for Work and Pensions. His poetry was included in New Poetries II (Carcanet,
1999) and his first collection was A Little Bit of Bread and No Cheese (Carcanet, 2001).
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a flamingo taking flight
or Meryl Streep
is something
you either have
or you don’t
as the balls go flying
in all directions.
from ‘A Common Pitfall’

SEPTEMBER 2009
ISBN 978 184777 0042
76 pp PAPER £9.95
World

T h o m a s Select Meditations

Traherne

Select Meditations is among the earliest works of the poet and mystic Thomas
Traherne (1637?-74). Written shortly after the Restoration of Charles II in
1660, the manuscript was not discovered until 1964 and first published by
Carcanet in 1997. Traherne, a young clergyman in a country parish at the
time, explores his relationship with God and his vocation to ‘teach Immortal
Souls the way to Heaven’. It is a spiritual journey that involves examination
of his doubts and failings (he confesses to ‘too much…proneness to Speak’),
of the political issues that shaped his times, and of the realities of ministering
to his congregation. Above all, though, Traherne’s meditations celebrate the
beauty of the world and the human community transfigured by the love of
God, in terms that speak across time. ‘Remember’, he writes, ‘that the world
is the beginning of Gifts.’
Julia J. Smith’s landmark edition, preserving the original spelling, provides a
detailed introduction and notes on the text.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
THOMAS TRAHERNE was born in about 1637, in the city of Hereford.
He entered Brasenose
College, Oxford in 1653. After the Restoration he received Episcopal ordination in 1660. He held
the living of Credenhill in Herefordshire until his death in 1674, and was buried in Teddington under
the reading-desk in the church. Traherne published Roman Forgeries (1673) and Christian Ethicks
(1675) during his lifetime but became better known during the twentieth century following a series
of remarkable discoveries, including Select Meditations in 1964 and Commentaries of Heaven in 1982.

if Good works be so Rich
and lovly O what Fruitfull
Trees are they that bear
them, O what living fountaines! O what Treasure
is Laid up in the Ages for
God and us to be Delighted
in… How infinitly are
we Exalted as Lords and
Kings, in being created free,
And how infinitly shall we
Reign with thee, if we use
our freedom as we ought
to do! O giv me Grace to
remember this, and to feel it
always!
III.54

SEPTEMBER 2009
ISBN 978 184777 0714
208 pp PAPER £14.95
World
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Robert

Collected Poems
W e l l s and Translations
Robert Wells writes poems of memory, a memory so intense it conjures
places, objects and desires with their original force and freshness. The high
points of a life are celebrated, and personal memories and the common
memories of a culture are brought together.
This collection of poetry and translations draws together the threads of his
work in eight linked sections of sensuous evocation. There are poems set on
the coast of Exmoor and in the hill country of central Italy; some concerned
with erotic friendship, with travel and landscape. In the final two sections,
his celebrated translations of Virgil’s Georgics and the Idylls of Theocritus
fuse lived experience with a deep knowledge of the original texts.

Wells is a quiet poet… he inherits the tender, threatening profundity of
Edward Thomas.
Anne Stevenson

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
ROBERT WELLS was born in Oxford in 1947. He has worked as a woodman, a
teacher, in publishing and as a freelance writer and translator. He is married, with
two children, and lives in France. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature.

Robert Wells understands
how finely man and nature
are moulded to each other…
The healing loneliness of
hills and waters, and the
solitary figures who move
among them – bathers,
wood-cutters, hay harvesters –
are the setting and characters
of Wells’s poems.
George Mackay Brown

SEPTEMBER 2009
ISBN 978 184777 0110
308 pp PAPER £14.95
World
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Fr a n k
Or m s by

Fireflies
Frank Ormsby’s new collection travels among places strange and familiar:
from the shaping memories of an upbringing in rural County Fermanagh, to
a Belfast reinventing itself in a new century and the exhilarating novelty of
America.
In the first part of Fireflies Ormsby explores the past and vibrant present of
an area of New York State which he has visited for the past twelve years. It
remains to him as elusive as the ‘fugitive selves’ of the fireflies of the title. The
latter part of the book engages with the poet’s experience of his native
Northern Ireland – the sour legacy of the Troubles, the dynamics of a
community extending and remaking itself.

OxfordPoets

In statueless streets
the cranes are hoisting
the city off its knees.
Immigrant workers
man the scaffolding,
their lives and ours
re-angled, re-aligned.
from ‘The Three Czechs’

Ormsby says he is by nature an ‘anxious optimist’, and these precisely lyrical
poems are by turns elegiac and celebratory.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
FRANK ORMSBY was born in Enniskillen, County Fermanagh, in 1947. He has
published three collections of poems and with Michael Longley he co-edited John
Hewitt’s Selected Poems in 2007. Since 1975 he has been Head of English at the Royal
Belfast Academical Institution.

OCTOBER 2009
ISBN 978 190303 9960
64 pp PAPER £9.95
World
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Richard
Pr i c e

Rays
Teasing, funny and celebratory – Rays is a wry and tender lover’s gift.
Continuing Richard Price’s virtuosic playfulness of form, it improvises on
the formal shape of sonnet and canzone, charging them with the energy of
blues and rock, glimpsing narratives of desire. In a restless, sleepless landscape
where language becomes shrill, an alphabet of love poems creates a dreamy
island, between the solace of haiku and the precisions of Emily Dickinson.
The Renaissance poet Louise Labé and an imaginary band, The Loss
Adjusters, sing the complex beauties of passion.

Richard Price retains an individual voice in which intense feelings of love,
or dislocation, are packed into often short, complex lyrics. There is a tension
in reading his poems which is created by his care for words, by the integrity
of his distillation.
Carol Ann Duffy

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
RICHARD PRICE was born in 1966 and grew up in Scotland. His previous collection Lucky
Day was a Book of the Year in the Guardian and in Scotland on Sunday, and was shortlisted
for several prizes, including the Whitbread. Greenfields was shortlisted for the Sundial
Scottish Arts Council Poetry Book of the Year. He has also published short stories and
literary criticism, and has collaborated in the creation of artists’ books and installations.
Richard Price is Head of Modern British Collections at the British Library, London.
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If 'Two halves of nothing’
cuts out on the radio,
if the river’s up
past the stereo,
if everything good
you needed to know
gets lost in the flood,
you remember it
after love.
from ‘Two halves of nothing’

OCTOBER 2009
ISBN 978 184777 0103
136 pp PAPER £9.95
World

Poetry Book Society Special Commendation

A Century of Poetry Review
Published in association with The Poetry Society
For a hundred years, Poetry Review has been at the heart of British literary
life. Founded by the Poetry Society as The Poetical Gazette in May 1909, it
has become the country’s most widely read poetry magazine, playing a vital
role in giving readers access to a generous diversity of contemporary poetry,
and poets a space for the practice and appraisal of their art.
In this celebratory anthology, Fiona Sampson, the current editor of Poetry
Review and herself an acclaimed poet, has selected a hundred of Poetry
Review’s finest moments, ranging from Rupert Brooke’s ‘The Old Vicarage,
Grantchester’, published in 1911, to a manuscript page of Harrison Birtwistle’s
The Minotaur, published 2008. Here are Nobel Prizewinners and Poets
Laureate, as well as long-forgotten delights recovered from back-issues.
Contextualised by key critical essays and reviews, with Fiona Sampson’s
illuminating introduction, A Century of Poetry Review provides an
indispensible map of twentieth-century poetry.

Poetry Review may be
the flagship of the Poetry
Society but it’s also been a
man’o’war, at once capable
of launching a conventional
broadside and accommodating the loose cannons who’ve
more often than not turned
out to be the big guns of
poetry in English over the
last hundred years.
Paul Muldoon

A B O U T T H E E D I TO R
FIONA SAMPSON has been the editor of Poetry Review since 2005. She has
published fifteen books. The most recent, Common Prayer, was shortlisted
for the T.S. Eliot Prize. She contributes regularly to the Guardian, the Irish
Times and other periodicals. In 2009 she received a Cholmondeley Award.

OCTOBER 2009
ISBN 978 184777 0165
374 pp PAPER £14.95
World
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Caroline Watering Can

Bi

r d

You were travelling a grey motorway.
You had a baby in your lap
with enormous green eyes
and a scarily large head.
You parked the car in a lay-by, sat on the roof,
held her high like a trophy,
joked, ‘One day all of this will be yours.’
from ‘Road-Signs’

Caroline Bird’s two earlier collections were acclaimed for their exuberant
energy, surreal imagination and passion – ‘a bit of a Howl for a new
generation’, wrote the Hudson Review. Watering Can celebrates life as an early
twenty-something. The poems, writes Caroline Bird, ‘contain prophetic
videos, a moon colonised by bullies, weeping scholars, laughing ducks, silent
weddings – all the fertiliser that pours on top of your head.’ The extraordinary
verve and compassion of her verse propels us into the anxiety of new
responsibilities. Raw but never hopeless, Watering Can has comedy, wordplay
and bright self-deprecation.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
CAROLINE BIRD, who was born in 1986, was a winner of the Foyles Young Poets
of the Year Award in 1999 and 2000, and the Peterloo Poets Competition for Young
Poets in 2002, 2003 and 2004. She won a major Eric Gregory Award in 2002 and
was shortlisted for the Dylan Thomas Prize for Young Writers in 2008. Caroline
Bird is a leader of poetry workshops in schools and a regular teacher at the Arvon
Foundation. She is currently president of the Oxford University Poetry Society.
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Poetry Book Society Recommendation

What an original,
captivating and spellbinding
voice. Bird is fearless
like ‘the girl who dropped
her ice-cream down a volcano
and leaped in after it’. She’s
dangerous and witty too with
a rare quality of imagination.
This is a wonder, a beautifully
written book of poems.
Lemn Sissay

NOVEMBER 2009
ISBN 978 184777 0882
84 pp PAPER £9.95
World

T homas

A.Clark

The Hundred Thousand Places
To walk through a landscape is to become part of a slow unfolding in time
and distance, to commit yourself to an adventure. The Hundred Thousand
Places is a single poem that circles across seasons, through a variety of Scottish
highland and island landscapes, from dawn to dusk. An early start: ‘feel your
way out / into what might…take form’. It is a long walk: along the coast, over
mountain and moorland, through pine and birch forest. It will end on an
island shore, where the sea has ‘another knowledge / wild and cold’; where the
unknown opens out once more, at the edge of land.
Attentive and responsive, the unhurried pace of Thomas A. Clark’s writing
draws the reader into a shared journey: pausing on the possibilities of a
phrase, the music of the names of trees and flowers; turning the page to open
new horizons.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
THOMAS A. CLARK lives in the small fishing village of Pittenweem, on the east coast
of Scotland. He has published four previous collections of poetry, and numerous small
books and cards with his own Moschatel Press. Thomas A. Clark’s work often appears
as installations or interventions in galleries, public spaces or in the landscape. A large
collection of such work has been installed throughout New Stobhill Hospital in Glasgow.

as you look out
over the hill shapes
you feel your way
over the hill shapes
your eyes walk
over the slopes

NOVEMBER 2009
ISBN 978 184777 0059
96 pp PAPER £9.95
World
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S i n É ad Through the Square Window

Poetry Book Society Choice

Morrissey

This planet, this cloudy planet, is the earth.
We cannot guess how flawed and insignificant it is
unless we travel, in our imaginations, to another star ‒
to another stone-pocked sphere without atmosphere
where an orderly people, curious and conciliatory,
stares out across the vast and silent territory
of intergalactic space, dreaming of otherness...
from ‘The Clangers’

Sinéad Morrissey’s fourth collection explores fertility, pregnancy, and the
landscape of early childhood in poems that are by turns tender, exuberant
and unsettling. Pitched against the envious dead, these diverse narratives of
birth and its consequences are rooted in literary and historical contexts from
Aristotle’s theory of spontaneous generation to Lewis Carroll’s Alice that
amplify her theme. Infancy is for Morrissey the rich and contested territory
in which what it means to be human in a precarious world is disclosed.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
SINÉAD MORRISSEY was born in 1972 and grew up in Belfast. Her awards
include the Patrick Kavanagh Award and the Michael Hartnett Poetry Prize. The
State of the Prisons (2005) was shortlisted for the T.S. Eliot Prize. In 2007 she
received a Lannan Literary Fellowship. Sinéad Morrissey is a lecturer in creative
writing at the Seamus Heaney Centre for Poetry, Queens University, Belfast.
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From reviews of Sinéad Morrissey’s
The State of the Prisons:
One of the major rewards of The
State of the Prisons lies in the way
Morrissey makes her poetic machines
work and ride: in her formal risk,
not least the outrageousness and
enchantment of her rhymes, but also
the occasional pushed-to-the-brink
line-lengths, some of which feel like
walking the plank with the eye. You
have to trust her.
Guardian

NOVEMBER 2009
ISBN 978 184777 0578
64 pp PAPER £9.95
World

Muriel

S pa r k

Curriculum Vitae: A volume of Autobiograpy

Lives & Letters

With a preface by Elaine Feinstein
Muriel Spark in the autobiography traces how one of the great modern writers
in English emerged. Beginning with luminous evocations of a 1920s
childhood in Edinburgh and memories of school, taught by the original Miss
Jean Brodie, Spark recalls her formative years, up to the publication of her
first novel in 1957. ‘In order to write about life as I intended to do, I felt I had
first to live,’ Spark says. In her account of her unhappy marriage in colonial
Africa, her return to wartime London on a troop ship, working at the Foreign
Office as one of the ‘girls of slender means’, editing Poetry Review and her
conversion to Catholicism, Muriel Spark outlines the life that provided
material for some of the best-loved novels of the twentieth century.

Cast in the dye of Edinburgh’s caustic morality, Ms Spark emerges as one

‘Who are you, darling?’
he said.
I thought it a very good
question, and still do. I
resolved, all those years ago,
to write an autobiography
which would help to explain,
to myself and others:
Who am I.

of her own best characters.
Claire Boylan, Irish Times

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
MURIEL SPARK was born in Edinburgh in 1918, and began her career as a writer in 1950, when she
won a short-story competition in the Observer. Her many subsequent novels and stories, such as
Memento Mori, The Girls of Slender Means, A Far Cry from Kensington, The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie and
Aiding and Abetting, have brought pleasure to readers throughout the world. She has also written
plays, poems, children’s books and biographies of Mary Shelley, Emily Brontë and John Masefield. She
was awarded the DBE in 1993. Carcanet published All the Poems in 2004. She died in Florence in 2006.

NOVEMBER 2009
ISBN 978 184777 1025
236 pp PAPER £8.99
World excl. US & Canada
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J o h n
A shbery

Planisphere
Tell me another dream. The long events surface
wider, further apart, like autumn breakers.
Birds are suddenly there. The house of cards
on sand falters, fatally. I am elated.
You never know how things work out
except through “sleight” of hand, sometimes.
from ‘Summer Reading’

Great poetry, as T.S. Eliot
said, can communicate before
it is understood: Ashbery
communicates in a way that both
pays homage to language and
transcends it at the same time.
Guardian

Even after half a century of amazing readers, John Ashbery continues to
delight and challenge with his inventiveness. Planisphere takes the reader on
a dizzying journey in the company of a virtuoso and sorcerer who makes the
commonplace magical, disorientates and teases, and conjures glimpses of
‘horizons…bright and anxious’: ‘a space like a dream’. Planisphere restores to
us a sense of joy and unease at the untried possibilities of language and of the
world we take for granted.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
JOHN ASHBERY was born in Rochester, New York, in 1927. He is the author of over
twenty books of poetry. Widely honoured internationally, he is the recipient of the Robert
Frost Medal from the Poetry Society of America, the Wallace Stevens Award from the
Academy of American Poets, the Gold Medal for Poetry from the American Academy of
Arts and Letters, and the Grand Prix de Biennales Internationales de Poésie (Brussels).
In 2002 he was named Officer of the Légion d’Honneur of the Republic of France.
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Praised as a magical genius, cursed
as an obscure joker, John Ashbery
writes poetry like no one else.
Independent

DECEMBER 2009
ISBN 978 184777 0899
160 pp PAPER £12.95
World excl. US & Canada

J

o h n In the Wake of the Day

A

s h

What are we to make of these fragments,
These hisses and whispers? Who were
These people who were buried in uncounted chambers
Hacked into the sheer side of a precipice,
Which in their extinct language, they called ‘round’,
Which it was not, great wall of sorrow and forgetting.

John Ash could be
the best English poet
of his generation.

from 'Pinara'

In the Wake of the Day is a book of memories and journeys; from the chaotic
energy of urban life in modern Istanbul, where John Ash lives, to the ruins of
vanished civilisations; from personal incident to the narratives and vacancies
of cultures. Ash inhabits the fertile and ambiguous territory where East and
West meet. We ‘know and do not know’ the past. In an ‘imperial city without
empire, place of paradox’, time too becomes fluid. The ancient, half-imagined
past of Ur, Alexandria, Cappadocia coexists with a contemporary world in
which ‘tank tracks are driven over Babylon’. At the centre of this collection
are John Ash’s versions of poems by the great Alexandrian C.P. Cavafy.
Working with Cavafy’s voice, Ash expresses his own urbane intelligence.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Born in Manchester in 1948,
Birmingham and taught for a
The Goodbyes (Poetry Book
(1984), Disbelief (PBS Choice,
recent collection, The Parthian

JOHN ASH read English at the University of
year in Cyprus. His Carcanet books include
Society Choice, 1982), The Branching Stairs
1987) and The Burnt Pages (1991). His most
Stations, was published by Carcanet in 2007.

Poetry

JANUARY 2009
ISBN 978 184777 0448
88 pp PAPER £9.95
World
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Ernest

F a r r És

Edward Hopper
Translated by Lawrence Venuti
‘I’m just trying to paint myself.’
Don’t poets express their own thoughts?
With all and sundry condemned to be a single thing ,
he and I were fused in a living creature…
from 'Self Portrait, 1925-1930'

Each poem in Catalan writer Ernest Farrés’s Edward Hopper is based on a
painting by the American artist. Creating a narrative that follows a subject
from small-town origins to big-city life, from youth to age, the story is
Hopper’s, yet it also belongs to Farrés. The ventriloquist slips, revealing his
larger concerns: Farrés is using the paintings to tell a story of modernity.
Lawrence Venuti’s translations recreate the heterogeneous language of
Farrés’s poetry in an American vernacular that samples Hopper’s actual
speech and writing. Farrés’s book becomes in English what it is for Catalan
readers: remarkable in ambition, wit, and in its probing interpretations of the
visual imagination.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Catalan poet ERNEST FARRÉS was born in Igualada in 1967 and lives in Barcelona. He has written three volumes of
poems, including Edward Hopper (2006), which won the Englantina d’Or of the Jocs Florals of Barcelona. In Spain Edward
Hopper has been adapted to the stage in both Catalan and Spanish.
LAWRENCE VENUTI teaches English at Temple University, Philadelphia and translates from Italian, French and Catalan.
In 2007 he was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship.
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The great American painter
of solitude comes back to us
brilliantly illuminated
and transformed by the
contemporary Catalan poet
Ernest Farrés, who is cannily
– cunningly! – translated
by Lawrence Venuti into a
sparkling English vernacular.
This is a book of unexpected
splendors.
Edward Hirsch

JANUARY 2010
ISBN 978 184777 0776
192 pp PAPER £12.95
World excl. US & Canada

R obert
G raves

Translating Rome

Milennium Graves Series

Edited with an introduction by Robert Cummings
In his translations of three major works from the Roman world, collected in
a single volume for the first time, Robert Graves brings the myths, legends
and history of the classical world to life. His translations influenced a
generation of readers and writers when they were first published in the 1950s.
The Golden Ass is an essential work in European literature, a magical,
sometimes bawdy adventure, to which Graves responds with exuberant
delight. In contrast, Lucan’s Pharsalia, an account of the civil war between
Julius Caesar and Pompey, raises for Graves issues of the writer’s moral
responsibility, the rejection of rhetoric, that in his own time, he writes, had
sent poets ‘marching through the Waste Land’ after the Great War. The
Twelve Caesars exemplifies the writer’s responsibility to the truthful record in
its vivid accounts of the corruptions of arbitrary power.
The Golden Ass

1

Pharsalia

1

Graves's version of
Apuleius's The Golden
Ass is perhaps the most
delightfully readable of
his many translations.
Michael Glover, Financial Times

The Twelve Caesars

A B O U T T H E T R A N S L ATO R
ROBERT GRAVES (1895-1985), poet, classical scholar, novelist, and critic, was
one of the greatest writers of the twentieth century. He was born in Wimbledon,
South London and educated at Charterhouse and St John's College, Oxford. Robert
Graves died in 1985 in Deja, the Majorcan village he had made his home since 1929.

JANUARY 2010
ISBN 978 185754 6682
648 pp CASED £45
World
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Ja

m e s Selected Poems

K.B axter

Edited with an introduction by Paul Millar
James K. Baxter (1926-1972) is one of the twentieth century’s most remarkable
poets, yet he has been too little regarded outside of his native New Zealand.
In this innovative selection, Paul Millar, the leading expert on Baxter, gathers
his most powerful and celebrated poems – political, lyrical and spiritual –
with some of his more unexpected writings, including previously unpublished
work. The book is in four sections, representing the stages from Baxter’s early
published work to his last vivid, inspiring and notorious years as a guru of the
counter-culture. Each section has a biographical introduction. Notes, a
glossary covering words and references unique to New Zealand, and a full
bibliography, complete this essential celebration of Baxter’s poetry.

And this man
On the postman’s round will meditate
The horn of Jacob withered at the root
Or quirks of weather. None
Grow old easily. The poem is
A plank laid over the lion’s den.
from ‘Pig Island Letters, 9’

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
JAMES K. BAXTER was born in Dunedin, New Zealand. He attended Quaker schools in
New Zealand and England, and in 1944 enrolled at the University of Otago. His collection
In Fires of No Return (1958) brought him international recognition. Baxter died in Auckland
in 1972 and was buried at Jerusalem in a funeral incorporating Catholic and Māori rites.
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Sarah
Br o o m

Tigers at Awhitu
O yes, it’s true, the echoes live here
and everywhere
here in the cracked sun and concrete heat
but also in the steep creek
where the blind vines get you by the throat,
the rotten wood collapses in its heart as you touch,
and the mossed rocks slither under your feet
from ‘Echoes’
Sarah Broom’s poetry profoundly engages the landscape of her native New
Zealand. Experienced as both nurturing and menacing, tender and
indifferent, it is the context within which other terrains are explored:
heightened states of awareness, the physical extremes of illness, the drifts and
tides of close relationships, the complexities of motherhood. Intensely
conscious of death, her poetry is fiercely attached to life and love.

OxfordPoets

It’s hard to believe that such a
mature and fully-fledged collection
is also the author’s first. A book
for our times; specifically a
woman’s, and more specifically,
a mother’s book, it is ‘about time
that wears / as ragged as
storm-blown wings’. Poems of
deep poignancy and unflinching
tenderness are presented against a
backdrop of encroaching tidescape
in which a fierce beauty burns all
the more brightly, the more it is
threatened.
Medbh McGuckian

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
SARAH BROOM lives in Auckland with her partner and three children. She returned to New Zealand in
2000 after spending seven years in the UK, studying and working in Leeds and Oxford. She is the author of
Contemporary British and Irish Poetry (Palgrave Macmillan, 2006). Tigers at Awhitu is her first collection of poems.

FEBRUARY 2010
ISBN 978 190303 9991
72 pp PAPER £9.95
World excl. Australia & NZ
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A ndrew

McNeillie

In Mortal Memory
What might be better days? Don’t get me started.
True and untrue to say they lie ahead
as in the first line of a poem poised to be written.
from ‘In the Midst of Life’

In Mortal Memory is a collection of lyric poems, celebratory if often
melancholy, both elegiac and ironic. Affirming that life is ‘all becoming’,
McNeillie mourns what that means in terms of loss and sorrow at time
passing. The sea is a powerful presence, its meaning drawn both from the
northern landscapes in which McNeillie’s work is rooted, and from the work
of French poets, from Baudelaire and Hugo to Rimbaud and Corbière. The
poems pitch up and down across formalities, against the idea of purity, while
sustaining a rhyming, singing line.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
ANDREW McNEILLIE was born in North Wales. His first collection of poems,
Nevermore (OxfordPoets, 2000), was shortlisted for the Forward Prize for Best
First Collection. His second collection, Now, Then, appeared in 2002, and his
third, Slower, in 2006. His prose memoir, Once, was published in 2009 by Seren.
He recently became a professor of creative writing at the University of Exeter.
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From reviews of Slower:

A living poetic language
flows, easy and slangy…
the occasional poems which
punctuate the later part of
the collection are vitalized
and real, among them
elegies that remember
mourning his father’s death,
and other deaths, which ring
true, urged into being by
poetry itself.
Gillian Clarke

FEBRUARY 2010
ISBN 978 184777 0844
68 pp PAPER £9.95
World

E dwa r d
Hirsch

The Living Fire
New and Selected Poems 1975 - 2010
Edward Hirsch’s The Living Fire brings together poetry from seven collections
that span thirty-five years of writing. A poet and a passionate advocate of
poetry, Hirsch writes poems that are formally adventurous and achieved and
emotionally intense. They explore inner life, which is also reading life,
ranging from his childhood to the present. The Living Fire acknowledges the
unlikely immanence of the divine, the power of art to transcend the
ephemeral, and it explores complex relationships, sometimes in elegy,
sometimes in celebration. In the poem from which the book draws its title,
Hirsch observes his cat, tenderly calling to mind the eighteenth-century poet
Christopher Smart’s cat Jeoffrey, and affirming the continuing life of poetry.
‘It is Jeoffrey – and every creature like him – /who can teach us how to
praise…Wreathing themselves in the living fire.’

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
EDWARD HIRSCH has
prose books, including
(1999), a US bestseller,
Writing Program at the
serves as president of

published seven books of poems as well as four
How to Read a Poem and Fall in Love with Poetry
and Poet’s Choice (2006). He taught in the Creative
University of Houston for seventeen years and now
the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation.

It was just an ordinary autumn twilight–
the kind he had witnessed often before–
but then the day brightened almost unnaturally
into a rusting, burnished, purplish red haze
and everything burst into flame…
from ‘Man on a Fire Escape’

MARCH 2010
ISBN 978 185754 9829
256 pp PAPER £12.95
World excl. US & Canada
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P atrick
McGuinness

Jilted City
Not quite a stop but neither are we merely passing through –
a kind of sticky pause like fighting a magnetic field
and wanting it to win. A few kilometres across the border,

From reviews of The Canals of Mars:

the change in language comes like a switch in current,
a switch in currency.

a rough guide to a lonely planet, full

		

ity and irresistible ironies... Alive

from ‘Kleinbettingen'

The poems in Jilted City inhabit in-between-places, when a border is being
crossed, a word is slipping into another language, when memory is translating
loss. From ‘Stations where the train doesn’t stop’ in ‘Blue Guide’, following a
train journey through Belgium, to ‘City of Lost Walks’, English versions of a
dissident Romanian poet whose ‘poetry fails to register except in the form of
an omission’, McGuinness explores transition and translation, the afterlife of
absences. Wit and paradox are at the heart of a collection that finds unforeseen
connections between place and displacement.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
PATRICK McGUINNESS was born in 1968 in Tunisia. In 1998 he won an Eric Gregory
Award for poetry from the Society of Authors and his work has appeared in the
Independent, PN Review, Poetry Wales, Leviathan and other journals and magazines.
McGuinness has translated For Anatole’s Tomb by Stéphane Mallarmé and edited the
prose and poems of the Welsh modernist poet Lynette Roberts. He is a fellow of St
Anne’s College, University of Oxford, where he lectures in French. He lives in Cardiff.
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Patrick McGuinness has constructed
of

unquenchable cultural curios-

to every undulation of the linguistic landscapes in which he moves,
McGuinness’s poems often pivot on
the cross-cultural possibilities of a
single isolated word.

N ew W elsh R eview

MARCH 2010
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Five American Poets
Edited by Michael Schmidt, with an introduction by Clive Wilmer
In 1979, Five American Poets helped to change our sense of American poetry,
introducing the work of Robert Hass, John Matthias, James McMichael,
John Peck and Robert Pinsky to British readers and writers. Now, in a muchchanged landscape, this volume revisits that constellation of writers: what
have they been up to since the 1970s; why have they become so important in
energising the writing of their own country; what do they bring to us?
They shared at Stanford University in California an apprenticeship in
language as students of the poet-critic Yvor Winters. Associates since the
1960s, they never constituted a ‘movement’, but they have in common, in
Clive Wilmer’s words, ‘a fundamental faith, tested to endurance by the
politics of our era, that a common language implies a common society’. Five
American Poets continues a conversation between these distinctive voices,
from the colloquial ease of Robert Pinsky to the allusive discontinuities of
John Matthias, from James McMichael’s narratives to the meditative textures
created by John Peck and the sensuous immediacy of Robert Hass.

ROBERT HASS is the author of five volumes of poetry. The most recent, Times and Materials, won both the National
Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize in 2007. JOHN MATTHIAS was born in Colombus, Ohio, in 1941, and is poetry
editor of Notre Dame Review. His work has been translated into several European languages. JAMES McMICHAEL was
born in Pasadena in 1939. He teaches at the University of California. His most recent book, Capacity, was shortlisted
for the 2006 National Book Award. JOHN PECK was born in Pittsburgh in 1941. He is a recipient of the Prix de Rome
for his collection The Broken Blockhouse Wall (1978). ROBERT PINSKY was born in 1940 in Long Branch, New Jersey.
He is a former poet laureate of the United States and has appeared as himself in the animated sitcom The Simpsons.

Robert Hass
John Matthias
James McMichael
J

o h n

P

e c k

Robert Pinsky

MARCH 2010
ISBN 978 184777 0707
240 pp PAPER £14.95
World excl. US & Canada
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Trade Information
Distributor:
Littlehampton Book Services Ltd
Faraday Close, Durrington, Worthing,
West Sussex BN13 3RB
Telephone: 01903 828800
Fax: 01903 828802
Email: orders@lbsltd.co.uk
Trade Terms:
•

If you have an account with Littlehampton Book Services please
contact them directly, as Carcanet does not supply trade orders from
the Manchester office.

•

35% standard discount on all net books.

•

No small order surcharge or carriage charge on British trade orders.

•

Returns policy: books must have been invoiced between 6 and 18
months from the date returns authorisation is requested and must be
in perfect condition. Requests for returns authorisation must be sent
to Carcanet and not to LBS. Books must not be returned to LBS
without authorisation.

•

To request a visit from a sales representative, contact Compass-DSA.
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UK Sales Representatives:
Scotland & Northern England
Jim Branscombe
3 Braemar Place
Stenhousemuir
Larbert FK5 4TS
Telephone/Fax: 01324 558413
Mob 07826 915812
Email jim@compass-dsa.co.uk
Midlands
Joan Kearney
4 Bilsdon Close
Rushden
Northants NN10 9JN
Telephone/Fax: 01933 357166
Mobile: 07826 915811
Email: joan@compass-dsa.co.uk
North
David Smith
20 Croyde Road
Lytham St Annes
Lancs FY8 1EX
Telephone/fax: 01253 781309
Mobile: 07901 916164
Email: david@compass-dsa.co.uk

South West & South Wales
Martin Remmers
92 Brynland Avenue
Bishopston
Bristol BS7 9DX
Telephone/fax: 0117 940 0921
Mobile: 07747 794271
Email: martin@compass-dsa.co.uk
London/North & West Home Counties
Gill Soulsby		
Dunkery
241 Botley Road
Ley Hill
Chesham
Bucks HP5 1XY
Telephone: 01494 782566
Fax: 01494 782566
Mobile 07826 915810
Email: gill@compass-dsa.co.uk
Key Accounts/London/South
Sue Wilcox		
46 Moat Court
Ashtead
Surrey KT21 2BL
Telephone: 01372 270219
Fax: 01372 273744
Mobile: 07801 926247
Email: sue@compass-dsa.co.uk

Overseas Sales Representatives

Overseas Distributors

Ireland
Alasdair Verschoyle
Compass Independent Book Sales Ltd.
38 Kerdiff Avenue, Naas,
Co Kildare, Ireland
Telephone: +353 45 880805
Fax: +353 45 880806
Mobile: +353 87967 1976
Email: alasdair@compassireland.ie

United States of America, Canada, Latin America,
South America, Caribbean & New Zealand
Independent Publishers Group
Order Department, 814 North Franklin Street,
Chicago, IL 60610, USA
Telephone: 001 312 337 0747
Fax: 001 312 337 5985
Email: frontdesk@ipgbook.com

Europe: Germany, Austria, Switzerland,
Belgium, France, Italy, Netherlands & Greece
Ted Dougherty
72 Hadley Street,
London, NW1 8TA
Telephone: 0207 482 2439
Fax: 0207 267 9310
Email: ted.dougherty@blueyonder.co.uk
Europe: Spain & Portugal
Peter Prout
Iberian Book Services
Sector Isalas, 12, 1°, B
28760 Tres Cantos,
Madrid, Spain
Telephone: 00 34 91 803 4918
Fax: 00 34 91 8035936
Email: pprout@telefooica.net

FyfieldBooks

Australia
Eleanor Brasch Enterprises
P0 Box 586, Artarmon,
NSW 2064, Australia
Telephone: 00 61 2 9419 8717
Fax: 00 61 2 9419 7930
Email: brasch2@aol.com

P.N.Review

For all other areas, contact Carcanet Press Ltd.

OxfordPoets

OxfordPoets

FyfieldBooks

P.N.Review

Online

with

Carcanet

Reasons why you should follow Carcanet online...
Book buying benefits at www.carcanet.co.uk
•

10% discount and exclusive special offers for all online orders.

•

A fast, efficient and secure service.

•

New titles weeks before they reach the shops.

•

Books dispatched within 24 hours by standard Royal Mail
delivery within the UK (subject to availability).

•

Free postage and packing for UK orders.

•

International and expedited delivery also available.

Listen Here! NEW!

Carcanet celebrates forty years

Regularly updated, this rich online resource includes 		
Carcanet podcasts, recordings of poems and interviews 		
with some of our most celebrated poets.

E-Letter
Sign up for our newsletter for poetry news, events and 		
a poem of the week. Email info@carcanet.co.uk.

Facebook

FyfieldBooks

Really like Carcanet? Join the Carcanet fan club on Facebook.

OxfordPoets

Twitter
Find out what we’re up to and what we’re interested in!

Issuu

P.N.Review

For information about Carcanet authors available for 		
readings and transcripts of our podcasts.

B ook Order Form

Join

Order online at www.carcanet.co.uk, by telephone on 01903 828 503,
by fax on 01903 828 624 or by completing the form below and posting it to:

If you would like to receive regular information from Carcanet in the future, please
complete the form below and return it by post to Carcanet.
Carcanet Press, Alliance House,
30 Cross Street, Manchester, M2 7AQ

Mail orders, Littlehampton Book Services Ltd, Faraday Close,
Durrington, Worthing, West ussex BN 3RB

the

Carcanet Mailing List

NAME _______________________________________________ _ _ _

NAME __________________________________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________

POSTCODE_______________________________________________

POSTCODE_______________________________________________

TELEPHONE _____________________________________________

TELEPHONE ______________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS ___________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS ___________________________________________

I would like to order the following titles:

___ I would like to subscribe to Carcanet’s free weekly e-letter, 		
containing poetry news, events information and a poem of 			
the week

ISBN ____________________________________________________
Title ____________________________________________________
Author __________________________________________________
Qty _____________________________________________________
Please continue your order on another page
I enclose a cheque made payable to:
Littlehampton Book Services Ltd for £_______
OR

I wish to pay by Visa / MasterCard / Maestro (Please delete as appropriate)
Card number _____________________ Start date ________________
Name on card _____________________ Expiry Date _______________
Security Code* ____________________ Issue number**_____________
Signature ________________________ Date ____________________

___ I would like to subscribe to PN Review (see www.pnreview.co.uk		
for subscription rates)
I am especially interested in the following:
___ Contemporary poetry
___ 20th Century poetry
___ Fyfield books / classics
___ Poetry in translation

___ Lives & Letters
___ Fiction
___ Film books
___ Aspects of Portugal

Preferred method of communication:
___ Email 		

___ Post

* last 3 digits on signature strip ** debit cards only
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PN R eview Order Form
Order online at www.pnreview.co.uk or complete the order form below and return to:
PN Review Subscriptions
Carcanet Press, Alliance House,
30 Cross Street, Manchester, M2 7AQ

Poésie sans Frontières

NAME __________________________________________________
ADDRESS ________________________________________________
POSTCODE_______________________________________________
TELEPHONE _____________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS ___________________________________________

I should like to subscribe to PN Review for:
			
1 year or 6 Issues
___Personal
2 years or 12 issues ___Personal
Specimen copy
___
		
‘One of the best UK poetry magazines.’
The Independent
‘PN Review is the most engaged, challenging and
serious-minded of all the UK’s poetry magazines.’
Simon Armitage
‘The most incisive voice of a vision of poetry
and the arts as central to national life...’
George Steiner
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UK

USA

£36 $86
£69 $155
£7

UK

___Institutional
___Institutional

USA

£43 $105
£84 $200

$14

All postage

£24

$50

Total enclosed cheque/credit card made payable to PN Review for £/$ _____
I wish to pay by Visa / MasterCard / Maestro (Please delete as appropriate)
Card number _____________________ Start date ________________
Name on card _____________________ Expiry Date ______________
Security Code* ____________________ Issue number** ____________
Signature ________________________ Date ____________________
* last 3 digits on signature strip
** debit cards only
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